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My great great grandfather, Andrew Smith Gibbons, came with Jacob Hamblin and 
others in 1858 to Oraibi to teach the Hopis – Andrew was one of four of the 

missionaries to remain for some time to teach them – they returned to St. George 
area in the winter of 1858. In 1863, Andrew and Jacob with others came across the 

Colorado River at Pierce’s Ferry and crossed Northern Arizona seeking a better 
route to Oraibi/Moenkopi – they passed through what is now Peach Springs, then 

Havasupai Canyon, then north of present-day Flagstaff and then on to Oraibi.

Four of my ancestral lines were called by President Brigham Young in 
1876 to settle in Northern Arizona – John Bushman, Edwin L. 

Westover, Andrew Smith Gibbons, and Alma Z. Palmer 

Bushmans and Westovers remained in Joseph City area

Gibbons settled in St. Johns

Palmers settled in Taylor
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Early Stakes of Zion in Northern Arizona

Little Colorado Stake – 1878 (Lot Smith, president)

[Units - Moenkopi, Tonto Basin, Joseph City, Obed, Brigham City and Sunset] 

[John Bushman was bishop of Joseph City ward and Andrew Gibbons was presiding elder in Moenkopi]

Eastern Arizona Stake - 1879 (Jesse N. Smith, president)

[Units – Snowflake, Forest Dale, Round Valley, Alpine, St. Johns, Ramah NM]

In 1882, two stakes were created in Southern Arizona – Maricopa and St. Joseph

1887 – Eastern Arizona Stake divided to make two stakes:

St. Johns Stake – 1887 (David K. Udall, president, William H. Gibbons, counselor )

[Units – St. Johns, Erastus, Union, Nutrioso, Alpine, Heber]

Snowflake Stake – 1887 (Jesse N. Smith, president)

[Units – Woodruff, Snowflake, Taylor, Show Low, Joseph City, Moenkopi, Tonto Basin wards]



History of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

in Flagstaff, Arizona
In January 1876, President Brigham Young sent 4 companies of Saints to 

Northern Arizona to settle the Little Colorado River territory – they settled in 
Winslow, Joseph City, and Saint Johns  areas and spread to the Silver Creek 

area to settle Snowflake and Taylor area.
The first Saints to settle in the Flagstaff area came in 1881 when John W. Young 

(President Young’s son) brought 60 men and their families to assist in the 
construction of railroads in Northern Arizona – with roadbed construction and 

50,000 railroad ties.  They established Fort Moroni – a community in the 
present-day Baderville area. After fulfilling the contract to assist with the 

railroad, they started the Moroni Cattle Company that eventually led to the 
Arizona Cattle Company – often called the A-1 Cattle Company - which was 

eventually sold to the Babbitt Brothers in 1899.



Fort Moroni – 1881 

Fort Moroni looking East                                          Fort Moroni looking West
“They Came to the Mountain” by Platt Cline



Fort Moroni Monument

Go north on 180 to Lake Trail in present-day Baderville area, 
turn left and go west to Moroni Drive 



Fort Moroni Monument



“Flagstaff” 

Flagstaff derives its name from

a flag ceremony held on July 4,

1876 celebrating the centennial

of our Independence as a 

Nation.  For their Eagle Scout

project, Mike Palmer and Keith

Anderson created a monument

to that flag raising ceremony

which was dedicated by Bruce

Babbitt, Governor of Arizona 

on July 4, 1985.

Fort Moroni looking East                                          Fort Moroni looking West

They Came to the Mountain by Platt Cline



Mormon Lake 

A Dairy and a Sawmill – 1878 - 1882



Mormon Dairy

Near Flagstaff, the Little Colorado Valley saints grazed their livestock in the 
summer months and had a dairy at Mormon Lake in the late 1870s and early 
1880s – it was later called the “Mormon Dairy”.  The Church operated a sawmill 
in the Mormon Lake area for a couple of years. 

For his Eagle Scout Project, 

Scott Mickelson erected a 

monument near Mormon Lake

to help remember the early

Mormon Dairy.



Early Church units in Flagstaff, Arizona

1915 – A Sunday School organized – William Smith as Presiding Elder 

(Saints met in homes, then Emerson School and then a room at ASC – several ASC students in SS)

1929 – President Heber J. Grant and Elder David O. McKay visited Flagstaff and decided to 
establish an Institute of Religion (put on hold until 1936 due to depression)

1936 – Flagstaff became a dependent branch to the Joseph City Ward and in October 1936 a 
dependent branch to the Winslow Ward organized by Bishop Virgil Bushman.

1937 – The Flagstaff Institute of Religion building was completed and dedicated by President 
Heber J. Grant on November 5, 1937. Dr. Anthon Cannon was the first Institute Director and also the 

first branch president of the Flagstaff Independent Branch.

Institute Building

at Arizona State College                                                                                                     President

Flagstaff                                                                                                        Heber J. Grant



Early Church units in Flagstaff, Arizona

1939 – Robert Lee Kenner became the director of the Institute and was sustained 
as the Branch President of the Flagstaff Branch of the Snowflake Arizona Stake.

1941 – President Kenner was sustained as the first Bishop of the Flagstaff Ward of 
the Snowflake Arizona Stake by Elder Harold B. Lee – meetings continued to be 

held in the Institute building.

1944 – Bishop Kenner moved from Flagstaff and in July 1944 Frank J. Randall was 
sustained as the Bishop – he served until September 23, 1956 (counselors who 

served with him included Roger Holland, Delmar Layton, Ralph Harmon, Joseph L. 
Langston and Nelo E. Rhoton – Sylvan Harenberg served as Ward Clerk. 

Until September 1956, all of the foregoing organizations were under the direction 
of the Snowflake Arizona Stake. 

(All stake conference and other stake meetings were held in Snowflake – a 250-
mile roundtrip for Flagstaff saints. The road from Holbrook to Snowflake was a dirt 

road for much of that time.)



Snowflake Stake Center - 1943



Snowflake Stake 

Flagstaff Branch/Ward was in the Snowflake Stake 1940 - 1956



Institute of Religion

Home of ALL Church units in Flagstaff until January 1960



A Stake of Zion in Flagstaff

On September 23, 1956, the Flagstaff Arizona Stake was organized 
under the direction of Elder Mark E. Peterson of the Quorum of Twelve 

Apostles and Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant to the Twelve. The stake 
was organized at a meeting held in the Prochnow Auditorium at the 

Arizona State College.

Elder Mark E. Petersen                           Prochnow Auditorium                                Elder Alma Sonne



A Stake of Zion for The Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints in Flagstaff, Arizona

Leaders of the new Flagstaff Arizona Stake 1956



The Flagstaff Arizona Stake 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Organized on September 23, 1956 with 2,386 members
Units of the Stake when organized:

Flagstaff Ward, Winslow Ward, Prescott Ward, Verde Valley Ward, 
Chino Valley Branch, Bagdad Branch, and Williams Branch (Sunday 
Schools to be held in Grand Canyon and Yarnell and later in Ashfork, 

Mayer and Peach Springs – many later became Branches). In time 
additional units were created – College/University wards, Lamanite 
Branches in Flagstaff, Cameron and Leupp, and multiple wards in 

Flagstaff.

Prophecy of Elder Mark E. Petersen:

“if the members of the new Flagstaff Stake

would live their religion, we would see the time 

that there would be a stake in the confines of Flagstaff”



The Flagstaff Arizona Stake 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 



The Flagstaff Arizona Stake 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Stake Presidents 

Burton R. Smith 1956 – 1963

E. Jay Whiting 1963 – 1967 

Nelo E. Rhoton 1967 – 1970 

Elden S. Porter 1970 – 1972 

Willis A. McEuen 1972 – 1980 

Harold E. Greer 1980 – 1989 

Thomas L. Palmer 1989 – 1998 

K. Andrew Fox 1998 – 2007 

K. Mark Frost 2007 – 2014

Kevin Tingey 2014 - 2017



Two Stakes of Zion in Flagstaff

7 May 2017

Flagstaff Arizona Stake was renamed "Flagstaff Arizona West Stake" with
the following wards: Kelly Canyon, Lake Mary, Peakview, Williams, 

Woodlands, YSA 2nd, and Grand Canyon Branch.
Stake President: President Kevin Tingey

"Flagstaff Arizona East Stake" was created with the following wards: 
Doney Park, Linda Vista, Mount Elden, Switzer Canyon, Walnut Canyon, 

YSA 1st, and Sawmill Branch.
Stake President: President Les Seaman



The Flagstaff Arizona Stake 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Stake Patriarchs

Verd A. Hanks 1956 – 1968 

Merle Allen 1968 – 1970 

Frank J. Randall  1970 – 1996 

Nelo E. Rhoton 1984

Willis A. McEuen 1987

Harold E. Greer 1995

John Smithson

Karl Webb (continued in East Stake)

Bruce Packard (West Stake)

Lorin Peterson (West Stake)

Don Cardon (East Stake)



The Flagstaff Arizona Stake 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Stake Relief Society Presidents

Ruth Palmer

Helen Adams

Colleen Pendleton

Arthur Cooper

Carma Beus

Lynette Johnson

Margaret Kitterman

Alice Brinkerhoff

Nancy Peterson

Rebecca Cardon

Kathy Kilgrow



The Flagstaff Arizona Stake 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Wards and Branches as of May 1997 (with names of all who served as Bishop or Branch President)



Baptisms

With no baptismal font in the Institute Building, where were 

baptisms performed in the early days of the Church in Flagstaff?

Oak Creek                                         Silver Creek                                        Joseph City

Mountain Dell Swimming pool   



Meetinghouses in Flagstaff through the years

Institute Building 1937 – abt.1970           Stake Center 1960 – present          Linda Vista Building 1975 – present

New Institute Building - 1969         Lake Mary building – 1992- present       Newest Institute Building - 1997



History of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

in Flagstaff, Arizona

Some major historical events hosted by the Stake in Flagstaff:

High on a Mountain Top Jamboree – 1982

[7,000 scouts and leaders near Kendrick Park on the peaks]

Horizons ‘84 – Daughters of Zion – 1984

[nearly 10,000 young women and leaders on NAU campus]

Regional conferences in the Dome at NAU

[Church leaders included Elder Boyd K. Packer, Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin, Elder M. Russell Ballard, 
Elder L.Tom Perry]



History of The Church in Flagstaff, Arizona
High on a Mountain Top Jamboree – 1982

High on the Mountain Top Jamboree was a 5- day encampment near Kendrick 

Park on the San Francisco Peaks. Elder Vaughn J. Featherstone of the Seventy noted 

in a letter to me on August 27, 1982: “Never before have so many wonderful Aaronic 

Priesthood leaders and young men [a total of 7,230] come together in one great 

encampment. It was truly thrilling to be a part of it.” 



History of The Church in Flagstaff, Arizona
Horizons ‘84 – Daughters of Zion – 1984

Approximately 10,000 young women and leaders received the Sacrament in the Skydome



History of the Church in Flagstaff, Arizona

Regional conferences in the Dome at NAU

[Church leaders included Elder Boyd K. Packer, Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin, Elder M. Russell Ballard, 
Elder L.Tom Perry]

Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ in Flagstaff, Arizona



History of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

in Flagstaff, Arizona
A prophet of God comes by train through Flagstaff in 1951 – President David O. McKay

We shook hands with

President McKay

In Winslow, Arizona



History of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

in Flagstaff, Arizona
Stake Welfare Farm

From 1979 – 1985, the Flagstaff Arizona Stake had a pinto bean farm north of 
Flagstaff – an 80 acre farm (with additional acres leased). The beans went into the 

welfare system of the Church and a senior missionary couple serving in Africa 
helped distribute beans to those in need and saw the Stake’s label on the beans –
a far-reaching project. Beans were also donated to local food banks and kitchens 

that help those in need. The project blessed the membership of the Stake by 
providing many opportunities for service by individuals and families – hoeing 

weeds, bagging beans, rotating the beans in wet seasons – many fond memories!



History of the Church in Flagstaff, Arizona

Stake Welfare Farm 



History of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

in Flagstaff, Arizona

What comes next?
Another Stake?

More meetinghouses?

Another Welfare Farm?

A Temple? Flagstaff (Arizona Temple announced April 6, 2025)

We are part of making the history of the Church in Flagstaff

as we help in the Lord’s gathering of Israel more is yet to come 

that will be memorable to all who follow us. The Lord is directing

His work on earth and the future holds hope and promise for all!
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